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Quality Education Helps 
Improve Outcomes for The Poor 

Years in 
School 
Do Not 

Guarantee 
Learning

Quality 
Drives 

Incomes

Quality 
Education 
Helps Poor 
Participate 
in Growth

41%

21%
11%

% increase in wages from one standard deviation improvement in test scores

South AfricaKenyaGhana
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EFA success? 
Rapid Increases in Enrollment in the Past Decade

1999 2005

Enrollment 
in Primary 
Education

110M81M

193M
158M

+36%

+22%
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New Types of Students Entering Schools

And From More Rural Areas
Change in primary enrollment rate by region; 

Uganda example 1995-2000

Many of Whom are Poorer
Change in primary enrollment rate by income; 

Uganda example 1992-1999

Rural Urban

+26%
+12%

Poorest Richest

+13%
+5%

More Children in the System in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia

110M81M

+36%
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Learning Outcomes are Low 
in Sub-Saharan Africa and India

NIGERIA
40% Cannot Write 
Grade 4 

MALAWI
78% Illiterate
Grade 6

INDIA
50% Only with 
Basic Math Skills
Grade 2-5
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Focus on the 
Early Grades
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Improved Reading, Math, 
and Critical Thinking for Students

Quality Education in Developnig Countries (QEDC) 
Strategy

Change in Policy and 
Practice System-wide

Effective 
Instructional 

Models

More Attention 
to and 

Accountability 
for Learning

Sufficient 
Resources Used 

Effectively

1

2 3
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To Meet These Priorities, QEDC Investments 
Focus on Targeted Countries in Africa and India

Selected Based On:
ωNeed
ωPotential for Success
ωPotential for Leverage
ωGeneralizability

INDIA

MALI
SENEGAL

KENYA

TANZANIA

UGANDA

GHANA
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Grantmaking
Activities

Support Other Mechanisms to 
Ensure Accountability for Learning

Support Independent Assessments 
of Reading and Math Skills

Ensure Results are 
Disseminated  and Discussed

QEDC Strategy
More Attention to 
and Accountability 

for Learning

1

Problem Low Awareness of 
Learning Outcomes
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Uwezo: Civil Society Learning 
Assessments spreads to East Africa
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< 55

55-65

65-75

75-85

85-100

Annual Status of Education Report

% Grade 3-5 Students 
Reading  Grade 1 Level 
Text or More
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Grantmaking
Activities

Support Models That Improve 
Teaching-learning in Early Grades

Fund Rigorous Impact Evaluations

QEDC Strategy
Effective 

Instructional 
Models

Problem

2

Too Few Models for 
Improving Learning


