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Early childhood care and education (ECCE) initiatives are among the most critical and cost-effective 
investments a country can make to reduce inequities and improve learning throughout life.  

BENEFITS OF ECCE

   The foundations of cognitive development and learning 

form in the first five years of a child’s life. 

   ECCE programs promote learning, stimulation, good 
health and nutrition, and access to water, sanitation and 

hygiene. 

   Children exposed to ECCE are more likely than other 

children to perform better in primary and later schooling. 

ECCE can also lead to better health outcomes and higher 

income later in life.

   ECCE helps to make education systems more efficient 
because better-prepared children are less likely to repeat 

grades or drop out. 

   The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) specifically 

call for ensuring that children have access to at least one 

year of quality pre-primary education. 

CHALLENGE

In the past decade, enrollment in pre-primary education has 

increased in all regions of the world, and many governments 

have strengthened their public education systems to reach  

and meet the needs of younger children between the ages of  

3 and 7. Despite that progress:
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  More than 150 million children between the ages of 3 and 

5 do not have access to pre-primary education worldwide. 

This includes more than 80% of children in low-income 

countries — children who have the most to gain from  

quality ECCE.

  Compared with other areas of education, funding for ECCE 

has not kept pace with enrollment growth. 

  The national average expenditure on pre-primary education 

is less than 0.1% of GDP in developing countries. Evidence 

suggests that a public investment of no less than 1% of GDP 

is necessary to provide quality ECCE services. 

  The burden of paying for pre-primary education often  

falls on families. Private providers account for more than 

53% of all enrolled children in pre-primary education in 

low-income countries.

  At the international level, only 2% of foreign aid to basic 

education goes to the pre-primary sector. Current estimates 

indicate that reaching the SDG target of one year of  

pre-primary education for all children will require a nearly 

sevenfold increase of financial support — from US$4.8  

billion to US$31.2 billion annually.

  Conflict is a major and growing impediment to ECCE. Fewer 

than 5% of children have access to pre-primary schooling in 

some countries affected by conflict.
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An active GPE grant of US$5.2 million is helping Zanzibar expand 
and strengthen pre-primary education, in part by establishing  
centers that provide interactive audio instruction in regions  
with poor access to pre-primary education. The program has  
demonstrated positive impact on learning outcomes. 

In Cambodia, GPE support helped increase ECCE enrollment  
from 35% to 65% between 2008 and 2014. The country has also 
allocated 50% of its recent GPE grant of US$38.5 million for 
expanding access to and quality of ECCE for children aged 3-5, 
particularly from disadvantaged backgrounds. So far, the project 
has brought ECCE programs to more than 50,000 children.

GPE’S RESULTS

GPE’S APPROACH

Over the past years, GPE has steadily increased its emphasis on 

ECCE. GPE 2020, the partnership’s strategic plan, commits to 

improving the quality and availability of ECCE, especially for 

the children most often left behind. 

GPE encourages countries to ensure that children under the 

age of 5 develop according to their age and to raise pre-primary 

enrollment. 

Most GPE partner developing countries with active grants 

supporting ECCE are in Africa, and around half are countries 

affected by fragility or conflict. 

THE GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR EDUCATION: 

   Mobilizes and delivers ECCE financing for the implemen-
tation of education sector plans. Since 2002, GPE has  

provided about US$180 million to support ECCE in more 

than 30 developing countries. 

   Enables knowledge sharing about ECCE best practices.  
The Global and Regional Activities (GRA) program provides 

15 grants totaling US$31 million. 

   Contributes to better data gathering and analysis about 
ECCE. Many countries use GPE funds to enhance informa-

tion systems to measure quality and outcomes in ECCE.

The overall gross enrollment ratio in pre-primary education 

in GPE’s 65 partner developing countries grew from 16.8% to 
28.1% between 2002 and 2014. 

Since 2013, all partner developing countries requesting GPE 

financial support (36 countries/provinces) have included ECCE 

in their education sector plans.

Around 90% of GPE grants with an ECCE component help  

countries strengthen pre-primary teacher training and  

learning materials, and increase teacher salaries and incentives. 

Many grants also focus specifically on disadvantaged and  

marginalized children. 

GPE has additionally financed public awareness campaigns 

about ECCE. In Moldova, multiple media channels were used 

to educate the public. In Uzbekistan, a campaign highlights the 

critical role parents and guardians play in providing stimulating 

early childhood environments.

Prioritizing countries affected by fragility or conflict, GPE is 

supporting Nigeria’s efforts to ensure pre-primary school access 

for children, especially girls, in the northern states. 

Source: UIS estimates as of September 1, 2016 Note: The 28 FCAC countries are based on the World 
Bank’s FY16 classification of countries in fragile context and UNESCO’s list of conflict-affected countries 
used in GEMR 2015: Afghanistan, Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Côte d’Ivoire,  
Democratic Republic of Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, The Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Liberia, Madagascar, 
Mali, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Timor-Leste, Togo, 
Uganda, Yemen and Zimbabwe

GROSS ENROLLMENT RATIO IN PRE-PRIMARY  
EDUCATION, 65 GPE PARTNER DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

NON-FRAGILE AND CONFLICT-AFFECTED COUNTRIES (FCAC) (37 COUNTRIES)  
GPE (65 COUNTRIES)  FCAC (28 COUNTRIES)   

   Enhances countries’ capacity to strengthen their ECCE 
policy guidelines; train teachers; build and rehabilitate 

classrooms; distribute quality learning materials; support 

parent education and community-based early learning.

   Expands ECCE access for disadvantaged and marginalized 
children — such as those with disabilities, from certain 

ethnic or religious communities, living in remote regions  

or caught behind economic or social barriers. 

   Extends ECCE programs to children living in fragile and 
conflict-affected areas. GPE currently provides technical 

and financial support for ECCE to 12 countries affected by 

fragility or conflict. 
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