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Participant biographies 

 
 

Alice Albright, Chief Executive Officer, Global Partnership for Education  
 
Ms. Alice P. Albright was appointed as the first Chief Executive Officer of the Global Partnership for 
Education's Secretariat in February 2013. Since joining GPE, Ms. Albright has strengthened the position 
of GPE to be a major delivery agency of the Sustainable Development Goals agenda. Before taking 
on her role as CEO at GPE, Ms. Albright served in the Obama Administration as the Executive Vice 
President & Chief Operating Officer of the Export-Import Bank of the United States (Ex-Im Bank) from 
2009 to 2013. From 2001 to 2009, Ms. Albright served as the Chief Financial and Investment Officer for 
the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunizations (GAVI) and from 2003, additionally, as the head 
of GAVI's Washington DC office. Previously, Ms. Albright worked as a banker with a focus on emerging 
markets and held a variety of positions at the Carlyle Group, JP Morgan, Bankers Trust Company and 
Citicorp. 

  

 

Faith Mwangi-Powell, Chief Executive Officer, Girls Not Brides 
 
As Chief Executive Officer, Dr. Faith Mwangi-Powell is responsible for catalysing the Girls Not 
Brides Partnership strategy and ensuring that the Secretariat is supportive and responsive to the 
broader movement for change. Faith is responsible for inspiring and developing a high-performing 
team to ensure that Girls Not Brides can fulfil its mission, live its values and deliver against its goals 
and targets.  
  
Faith formerly served as Global Director for The Girl Generation, an initiative working to galvanize the 
Africa-led movement to end FGM. Faith is a public health expert and senior manager of complex 
public health programs in Africa with more than 20 years’ experience in leading, managing and 
implementing health programmes. Her experience includes working as the founding Executive 



Director of the African Palliative Care Association and supporting palliative care global advocacy 
and services development in over 20 African countries.  
  
Faith holds a master’s degree in population policies and programs from Cardiff University, Wales, 
and a doctorate in women’s economic development and fertility behavior from the 
University of Exeter, England.  
 

  

 

Martha Muhwezi, Executive Director, Forum for African Women Educationalists (FAWE) 
 
Martha heads the FAWE Regional Secretariat and is responsible for the day-to-day management of 
the organization. She ensures that FAWE Regional Secretariat’s fiscal operations, fundraising, 
advocacy, human resource and programmatic strategies are effectively implemented across the 
FAWE network.  
 
She previously served as the Senior Programme Coordinating Officer supporting FAWE programs 
and activities in 34 FAWE National Chapters in line with the FAWE Strategic Objectives.  
 
Before joining FAWE Africa, Martha served in FAWE Uganda as Technical Advisor for almost three 
years before rising to become Executive Director of FAWE Uganda. Before joining FAWE, she worked 
as Program Officer with Child Fund international.  
 
She is a development specialist with more than 20 years of experience in the civil society sector 
nationally, regionally and internationally. Her areas of expertise include Organization Management 
and Program Coordination with practical experience in Programme Management: Design, Planning 
and implementation of varied programs, Gender Mainstreaming, Gender Budgeting and Audit, 
Governance, Strategic Planning, Training and Facilitation, Advocacy, Budgeting and Budget Control, 
Participatory Methodologies and Approaches and Monitoring and Evaluation.  
 
She holds a Master’s degree in Women Studies and a Bachelor’s degree in Education 
from Makerere University, Kampala Uganda. She is currently pursuing a PhD in Gender Studies at the 
University of Nairobi.  

  



 

Mohamed Sidibay, Peace Activist and GPE Youth Champion 
 
Mohamed’s story is one of resilience. Born in Sierra Leone, West Africa, he witnessed the RUF murder 
his family when he was only five years old. For the next four years, Mohamed was forcefully 
conscripted as a child soldier for the same men that murdered his family. In 2002, at the age of 10, he 
became homeless. Through the help of UNICEF Sierra Leone, Mohamed was enrolled in school for the 
first time when he was ten years old.  After moving to the U.S. in 2007, Mohamed completed high 
school and went on to receive his Bachelor of Arts from the George Washington University Elliott 
School of International Affairs. Today, at 27 years old, Mohamed is an internationally recognized voice 
for children in armed conflict.  He has been featured on Forbes, Le Monde, BBC, France 24, and Project 
Syndicate amongst others. He is a member of The High-Level Reflection Group on Strategic 
Transformation that advises the Director-General of UNESCO. He is a Youth Champion for the Global 
Partnership for Education and co-hosted the 2018 GPE Replenishment Conference. Mohamed is in his 
final year of a three-year duel law degree program, where he is pursuing his Juris Doctor (JD) from 
Fordham, and his L.L.M from Sorbonne Assas Paris II. Upon graduation in 2021, Mohamed will begin his 
legal career as a Corporate Associate in the NY Office of the global law firm of Covington & Burling 
LLP.  

  

 

Yande, co-chair of Transform Education  
 
Yande is a passionate 16-year-old girls’ rights activist who champions accessibility to education for 
girls and young women and their meaningful representation in key decision-making spaces. She is 
the co-chair of the Transform Education Coalition hosted by the United Nations Girls Education 
Initiative (UNGEI), where she co leads the coalition.    
 
Yande is a voice that seeks to ensure that girls' rights are realized and that they may live out their full 
potential. 

  



 

Vivian Onano, Gender and Education Activist  
 
Vivian Onano is a social entrepreneur and the Founder/Director at Leading Light Initiative. Known for 
her humanitarian work, she has also been recognized as an emerging woman leader with the 
courage to lead change on the African continent. With a strong commitment to education, women 
economic empowerment, and leadership, Vivian plays a leading role in re-defining Africa’s growth 
and development by creating an inclusive world for women and youth to play a leading role. 
 
Vivian has served as a strategic advisor to government leaders, philanthropists, and the private 
sector, and is currently a youth advisor to the Global Education Monitoring Report, UNESCO. She is also 
a board director of Nutrition International, a member of Africa Shared Value Leadership Council, a 
member of the World Humanitarian Forum Youth Council, and a Concordia Africa advisor.  
 
In 2016, New African Woman Magazine featured her as one of the “30 under 30: Faces Changing Africa 
Now” and Forbes Woman Africa profiled her as “One to Watch”. Vivian is a recipient of the 2017 New 
African Woman on the Rise Award and 2016 MTV “Africa Re-Imagined” Award. In 2015 she was honored 
with Mrs. Michelle Obama’s “Let Girls Learn” Award by MORE Magazine for her advocacy work on girls’ 
education. Vivian is a graduate of Carthage College and holds a Master of Public Affairs from 
Sciences Po, Paris. 

  

 

Teta Kayitaba, FAWE Youth Leader  
 
Teta is the Chairperson of Fawe Rwanda Alumni, which started advocacy and mentoring for 
children and women in Rwanda. She is also a Girls 4 Girls alumna that has equipped her with 
leadership skills to navigate her leadership roles.   
 
Teta Stella Kayitaba is a Key Accounts Manager at East African Breweries Limited Rwanda. She is in 
charge of corporate accounts and ensures targets are not only met but surpassed. For 
this, Teta has received an award as Most Valuable Player in Innovation.  
 
A regular jeans and t-shirts girl, Teta is independent and very hands-on when it comes to her work 
or helping others. She aspires to see Rwandan girls educated and become free and critical thinkers, 
thus changing people's perceptions on stereotypes of who a woman is and what she should or 
shouldn't do. She loves children, and looks forward to adopting other than her own.    


